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The states of the western Balkans

The 2022 Security Policy Course for Senior Officials
Influence on European security architecture

About the course
The Security Policy Course for Senior Officials is
targeted at highlevel executive personnel from
political institutions, government, science, busi
ness, and civil society organisations. Each year, a
different geographical region of particular signi
ficance for security policy is studied.

The seminar is a central component of the further training offer
of the Federal Academy for
Security Policy.
Structured strategic questions, along with the
special opportunity to enter into direct dialogue
with key actors and decision makers in the region,
not only help the participants to gain political foresight, but also enhance interministerial strategic
thinking and understanding of complex constellations of interests.

Invitations for the nomination of course par
ticipants are issued personally by the Head of the
Federal Chancellery and Federal Minister for
Special Tasks.

Time frame

Target group

The 2022 Security Policy Course for Senior Offi
cials will take place from 13 June to 1 July 2022.
The course will start in Berlin and then visit
several Balkan states during a study tour. It will
be held in German and English. All participants
are required to attend the full course.

With the detailed study of the specific crisis and
conflict parameters of this region, the course
offers a highly exclusive forum for interministerial, interdisciplinary, and cross-sector exchange.
It focuses on security-related topics, dialogue
with experts and decision-makers, and on-site
experience in the region.

Program
The Course for Senior Officials takes three weeks
and consists of three phases:
Introduction
In the first part of the course, participants will
explore in depth the historical, cultural, poli
tical, and economic backgrounds of the western
Balkans and discuss current developments with
experts. In view of the strategic interests on the
part of several stakeholders like major powers,
European states, international organisations, and
religious actors, participants will develop their
own positions on options for political action.

Destination: The travel plans comprise Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia, North Macedonia as well as Kosovo.

Experience in the region

Reflection

The positions developed will form the basis for
discussions in the second part of the course with
further experts and decision makers in the region
itself. In Sarajevo, Belgrade, Skopje and Pristina,
the participants will concern themselves imme
diately with the interests, ambitions, and con
straints of the players involved.

In the third part of the course, participants will
critically reflect on their positions once more.
The course will end with a discussion between
the participants and high-level national decision
makers on what positions and strategies Germany
and Europe should adopt and pursue regarding
the Balkans in the future.

Content
The balance of power in the world is shifting, but
Europe has not yet found its role. Even 27 years
after signing the Dayton Peace Agreement*, EU
member states are not yet on the same page re
garding the future status of key Balkan states.
Numerous security challenges are colliding at the
hub between different power blocs, civilisations,
and transcontinental economic areas. These in
clude the long-lasting repercussions of the wars in
Yugoslavia’s successor nations like flight and mi
gration, disintegration of states, organised crime
and terrorism, as well as the high expectations
on the part of individual states, which the EU left
unfulfilled. Developments in the region always
have direct implications for Europe and Germany.

The Balkans have always been a key region for
Europe’s security. Here, it becomes especially ap
parent that peace, security and development are
interdependent. The basis for this is a shared de
sire for political stability and economic prosperity.
But how can this desire actually be fulfilled con
sidering the mixture of cultures, religions, power
politics and a shared history that was largely cha
racterised by tensions, hatred, violence and war?
Understanding the Balkan states is of particular
importance for attaining a better assessment of
the region’s development opportunities and in
volving them in actions taken. Intensive dialogue
with regional players is crucial for this.
What can be done to achieve lasting stability in the
region? How can we sustainably foster prosperity,
respect, tolerance and the rule of law? What can
be done by Germany and Europe by means of their
foreign and security policies, and what can be done
by the international community?
Against this backdrop, the 2022 Course for Senior
Officials will enhance the strategic view of the
Balkan states within the entire region of South
east Europe.

* The US-led Dayton Agreement ended the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1995.

Tasks and objectives

Organisation

Since it was founded in 1992, the Federal Academy
for Security Policy (BAKS) has been a place of
strategic thinking and security policy training. The
Academy’s work is interdisciplinary in its approach
and practically oriented. It promotes a broad
understanding of Germany’s long-term security
objectives, and a shared concept of the compre
hensive approach to security among individuals
from poli
tics, government agencies, academia,
business, civil society and the general public.

Politically, the Federal Academy for Security
Policy is led by a board of trustees, which is chaired
by the Federal Chancellery and includes members
of all federal ministries represented in the Federal
Security Council. The board of trustees is suppor
ted by an advisory board consisting of key figures
in the security policy arena. Organisationally, the
Federal Academy for Security Policy falls within
the area of responsibility of the Federal Ministry
of Defence.

The Federal Academy for Security Policy’s tasks
are divided into three areas: teaching/training,
expert conferences and public dialogue.

The President of the Academy is Ambassador
Ekkehard Brose. The Federal Academy for Security
Policy has some 70 employees, coming from all
ministries represented in the Federal Security
Council, and was founded in Bonn in 1992. It has
been based on the premises of Schönhausen Palace
in Berlin since 2004.

GETTING TO THE FEDERAL ACADEMY
FOR SECURITY POLICY (BAKS*)

*German abbreviation

YOUR CONTACT
Dr Norbert Eitelhuber
Course Director
fuehrungskraefteseminar@baks.bund.de
+49 (0)30 400 46-302

Editorial information
Image credits
flöschen/Flickr/CC-BY 2.0, Dennis Jarvis/Wikipedia/CC-BY-SA 2.0, Bundeswehr/Andrea Bienert, Steve Tatum/Flickr/
CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0, geralt/Pixabay, hpgruesen/Pixabay, Bundeswehr/Sebastian Wilke, ChadBriggs/Flickr/CC-BY-NC 2.0, BAKS (5x)
Last updated
March 2022
This brochure is issued for public relations purposes by the Federal Academy for Security Policy. It is distributed free of charge and
is not intended for sale. The content of the flyer is subject to copyright law.
Contact
Bundesakademie für Sicherheitspolitik
Schlossanlage Schönhausen
Ossietzkystraße 44/45 • DE-13187 Berlin







+49 (0)30 400 46-420
poststelle@baks.bund.de
twitter.com/baks_bund
facebook.com/baks.bund
linkedin.com/company/baks-bund

www.baks.bund.de/en

